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Hindustan Times

- Woman panchs
face the punches

Anugya Shrivastava
Paina, April 8

FIFTY PER cent reservation in pan-
chayat bodies notwithstanding, most
of the elected woman representa-
tives still get a raw deal, whether it
be at the hands of their ‘powerful®
husbands, colleagues, or government
officials. Many of them have en-
dured being stripped in public, phys-
ically abused, chased and threatened
—and survived 1o tell the tale.

Their experiences came tumbling
out at the Convention of Women
Representatives of the State's Pan-
chayati Raj System organised here
on Monday at the § K Memorial Hall
by Development Alternatives, More
than 1000 woman representatives
from the poorest regions of the State
shared their experiences at Mon-
day's convention.

Speaking at the convention one
day after the woman Panch, Chanda
Ehatoon, was stripped in public at
Siswa village under Banjaria police
station in East Champaran district,
a Panchayat Samiti member of Ver-
ma Oraiya village in Chanpatia
block of West Champaran district,
Gayatri Devi, accused a bank em-
ployes of her village of twisting her
thumb and refusing her a loan.

Gayatri Devi alleged the bank em-
plovee had humiliated her when she
went to apply fora loan at the na-
tionalised bank in her viliage. She
said she needed the loan to start a
self-help group (SHG).

Gayatri Devi, who belongs to the
Musahar community also disclosed
that when the local adminisiration
recently distributed “below poverty
line’ (BPL) cards among the poor of
all communities in Verma Oraiva

village. not a single person from the

“It is tough for women fo
work at the grassroots level
where men, in general,
consider women

inherently inferior™

Musahar community received the
BPL card. It is common knowledge
that Musahars are among the poor-
est members of society She gave oth-
er instances of many other problems
she continued to face even after be-
coming a panchayat samiti member:

The woman Mukhiya of Vihat
Dakshini Panchayat under
Lakhnaur block of Madhubani dis-
trict. Radha Devi. said she had man-

aged to secure over 400 job cards for |

poor people in the hope that they
could be given work under the Na-
tional Rural Employment Guarantee

Scheme (NREGS),
However, the BDO and the DDC
did not give her any money to hegm
Continued on page 7
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construetion of roads or
some other work in her lo-
cality whm: the ‘job card

he demaplded a bribe she
would not give, “Three
manths ﬁ'ns!ig:owthsen-

. tire area would be flooded

and then it would be virtn-
ally impossible to find
work for the 'job card hold-

are! " nhia anid

front page story

ernment schools near her
village gave mid-day meals
to children. Whenever she
had tried to draw the atten-
tion of officials towards
this, they had shouted at
her and driven her away
She said whenever she
asked the Mukhiya to give
ration cards to the poor
people of her village he
simply ignored her re-
quests. She said no devel-
opment wark — such asin-

mbmlladiae oF

from Rajnagar block in
Madubani district, Sangee-
ta Thakur, said she was dis-
criminated  against not
only by government offi-
cials but also her male col-
leagues on the District
Board. They did not take
her official stafus seriously.

Earlier, State Assembly
Speaker Uday Narayan
Choudhary appealed to the
woman representatives to
fight for their rights. He

ently lnferiur to men, Fifty
per cent of the seats in the
forthcoming  municipal
corporation  elections
would also heen reserved
for women, the Speaker
said.

Women needed to be edu-
cated if they were ever to
‘make use of their rights ef-
fectively, said Kiran Shar-
ma, programme director of
the Poorast Areas GM]S:»
clety ?msram of the
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PACS — Bihar Coordination Office
C-3, Jula Niketan, Left of Himgiri Bhavan,
Anandpuri, West Boring Canal Road, Patna,
Bihar
Pin: 800001
Phone: 6588104

Media Management — “Communicators for Development” (PACS (Bihar)-Communication
Agency)



